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WRIGHT ON COMPARATIVE SEMITIC GRAMMAR.* 



The time has not yet come for the preparation of a scientifically satisfactory 
comparative grammar of the Semitic tongues. Nor does the volume of Wright 
lay claims to the distinction of being such a work. The title page does not an- 
nounce it as a comparative grammar, but as lectures on the comparative grammar 
of these languages. The work does not claim to be a solution of a vexing and 
perplexing problem, but only a contribution towards its solution. And as such it 
is entitled to a place in the front rank of purely philological works in the Old 
Testament literature of the day. Detailed researches in not a few of the leading 
questions of comparative Semitic grammar have already been made, both in ety- 
mology and in syntax. These contributions and preliminary investigations are 
found in nearly all the larger grammars, such as Olshausen's and Stade's Hebrew 
grammar, Dillmann's Ethiopic grammar, Wright's Arabic grammar ; also in the 
pnblications of Lagarde, Noldeke and others in books, pamphlets and magazine 
articles, while special researches, such as Driver's discussion of Hebrew tenses, or 
Philippi on the Status Constructus, and several treatises on the prepositions, on 
the infinitive and other topics, have handled these individual topics in an almost 
exhaustive manner. It was time that some specialist should draw the facit of 
what had been done, and intelligently compile and gather together the treasuries 
of thought found so widely scattered. This Wright has done in a manner that 
makes his work absolutely necessary to the student of the Semitic languages. 
Very little seems to have escaped him. Nor can it be said that his volume is 
merely a compilation. It is true that those who have been working in this line 
will recognize probably in more than one-half of the instances cited matter that 
has been used and approved by specialists in other works ; but a good many of the 
data are doubtless the result and fruit of Wright's own studies. Naturally it is 
impossible for any reader to control the correctness of each and every comparison ; 
but as the work is edited by Professor W. Robertson Smith and the proof sheets 
passed through the hands of " the little giant " of Strassburg, Professor Noldeke, 
generally recognized as the leading Semitic scholar of the world, we have a rea- 
sonable right to have confidence in the quality of the work done, aside from that 
already inspired by the established reputation of the author himself. 

The book itself grew out of lectures delivered at the University of Cambridge. 
In all there are nine chapters, treating of introductory matter; of the term 
Semitic ; the original home and the diffusion of the Semites ; general survey of 
the languages; Semitic writing and alphabet; the Vowels and their permuta- 



* Lectures on the Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages. From the 
papers of the late William Wright, LL. D., Professor of Arable In the University of Cambridge. 
Cambridge: University Press. New York: MacmiUan and Co., 1890. Pp. xl, 288. Size 9x6 inches- 
Price $3.50. 
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tions; the Pronouns; the Noun; the Verb (regular); and the Irregular Verb. 
To these are added a few additional notes and corrections. As is thus seen the 
work covers only etymology and the forms ; the syntax being entirely left out of 
consideration. As a rule Wright confines himself to the statement and arrange- 
ment of the facts and does not endeavor to go further and unravel the mysteries 
of the philosophy of the Semitic tongues. Doubtless this is the part of wisdom ; 
as we have not yet a sufficient number of facts on all the subjects in question to 
justify extensive theorizing. Ewald's Hebrew grammar is an illustration of the 
result of abstract philosophizing without a full foundation of facts. Wright gen- 
erally takes positions on points sub judiee, but he is cautious and conservative, only 
rarely, as in his hypothesis on the Personal pronoun, venturing into deep waters. 
All these features of the volume make it an excellent handbook for advanced 
students and for teachers. It is not free from errors. The omission of all men- 
tion of Praetorius' JSthiopic Grammar, of Merx Chrestomathia Targumiea and other 
literature, at the proper places, is to be regretted. Indeed it is almost a crime that 
this excellent manual has been permitted to appear without any indices whatever ! 
It would have doubled and trebled the value of the work for the student's use if 
these had been added. For the omission of the indices there can be no excuse 
whatever, as any wide awake student in this department could have prepared 
them. 

George H. Schodde, 

Columbus, Ohio. 



KEILSCHRIFTTEXTE ZUM GEBRAUCH BEI TORLESUNGEN.* 



Delitzsch's Lesestilcke has become a household word among students of Assyr- 
ian. With its help they have all treaded their way through the maze of the 
Assyrian syllabary. It is natural that they have conceived a love for it as for an 
old friend. With the exception of Lyon's Manual (which was intended to serve 
other purposes) and Teloni's Crestomazia, no serious attempt has been made to 
improve upon the Lesestilcke. Messrs. Abel and Winckler — well known from 
their other joint publications — have attempted to do this. They must have 
thought that, in some one way or another, Delitzsch's work even in its third edi- 
tion did not quite satisfy the requirements. And, though they do not expressly 
state it, the idea that guided them in this is to be found in the first sentence 
of the preface, "The present publication is intended solely for practical pur- 
poses, and wishes only to give beginners a selection of such texts, the study of 
which will enable them quickly and surely to carry on their studies of their own 
accord." Their book must, therefore, be judged by their own standard ; and that 
standard is its greater practical usefulness in beginning the study of Assyrian. 

The Keilschrifttexte has one great advantage to begin with. It is cheap : half 
again as cheap as the Lesestilcke. Every student can thus become possessor of a 
copy. Though it contains only about 102 pages to the 148 of Delitzsch's publica- 
tion, the amount of material given is much greater, as the whole is more com- 



* Keilschrifttexte zum Gebrauch bei Vorlesungen, herausgegeben von T/udwig Abel 
und Hugo Winckler. Berlin: W. Speman, 1890. 



